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HONORING NIELS CHEW

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 4, 2013

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor and pay tribute to Niels
Chew of Sonoma County, California, who
passed away February 25, 2013 with his fam-
ily at his side.

Mr. Chew was a loving husband of 58 years
to his wife, Susan Wetherby Chew. He was a
devoted father to his four children and a dot-
ing grandfather to his nine grandchildren.

He was a successful businessman, taking a
small one-person operation and building it into
a thriving small manufacturing company em-
ploying more than 40 people, including those
with developmental disabilities.

Mr. Chew was also active in civic affairs. He
was a trustee of the Sonoma Valley Unified
School District Board where he served as
Board Chair. He was also on the boards of the
Sonoma Valley Hospital Foundation, Oper-
ation Youth, the Sonoma Overnight Shelter, El
Nido Teen Center, and Stand by Me, Sonoma
Valley’s flagship mentoring program.

He and his wife generously supported
Friends in Sonoma Helping, an organization
providing assistance to residents down on
their luck, with both their time and their finan-
cial resources.

In recognition of his work in the community,
Mr. Chew received Sonoma’s top service
award in 2010 when he was named Alcalde,
or honorary mayor.

Mr. Speaker, Niels Chew was proof that one
man can make a difference. The legacy he
leaves will be felt in the Sonoma Valley for
decades to come. It is therefore appropriate
that we pay tribute to him today and honor his
memory.

——————

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 28, 2013

Mr. MORAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of the Senate-passed Violence
Against Women Act and in opposition to the
watered down version offered by House Re-
publicans that omits key provisions to protect
all victims of domestic violence. | am pleased
that after nearly a year of delay and unneces-
sary partisan positioning, a comprehensive, in-
clusive VAWA is poised to be enacted into
law.

This legislation, S. 47, received over-
whelming bipartisan support in the Senate,
passing by a vote of 78-22, and is supported
by law enforcement officials, health care pro-
viders, community providers, and millions of
domestic violence survivors. Unlike the alter-
native House Republican version, the Senate
bill includes critical provisions to protect vul-
nerable populations including LGBT individ-
uals, Native Americans, immigrants, and vic-
tims of rape.

Specifically, the Senate bill ensures the
availability of services to all victims of domes-
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tic and dating violence, no matter their sexual
orientation or gender identity. The measure
also provides authority to Native American
tribes to prosecute non-Indian perpetrators of
domestic violence-related offenses. Finally, the
Senate measure adds stalking to the list of
crimes for which victims can receive protection
through the U-Visa program. All of the
changes are vital and, unfortunately, absent in
the House Republican bill.

Twice over the last 20 years, Democrats
and Republicans, working together, have been
able to reauthorize VAWA to continue and ex-
pand protections for all victims of domestic
and sexual violence. A recent tragedy involv-
ing one of my constituents underscores the
importance for this body to continue that bipar-
tisan tradition.

On February 18, 2013, Jenny Lynn Pearson
was brutally murdered by her husband of less
than a year at her apartment in Reston, Vir-
ginia. Jenny was five months pregnant with
her unborn son, whom she had named Aiden.
A native of Fairfax County, Jenny is described
by friends and family as humble and beautiful,
a lover of nature and animals, a kind and gen-
erous soul. Her life, and that of her unborn
son, was snuffed out far before its time.

Unfortunately, this type of severe domestic
violence is an all-too-common reality in the
United States. Approximately 2.3 million peo-
ple each year are raped or physically as-
saulted by a current or former spouse, boy-
friend or girlfriend. Three women are killed by
a current or former intimate partner each day
in America. And the cost of intimate partner vi-
olence exceeds $5.8 billion annually, including
$4.1 billion in direct health care expenses.

While we still have much work to do, VAWA
has helped address these startling levels of
partner violence. Since it was first enacted in
1994, reporting of domestic violence has in-
creased by as much as 51 percent, while the
number of individuals killed by an intimate
partner has decreased 34 percent for women
and 57 percent for men. Reauthorization of
VAWA will ensure that our nation’s mothers,
sisters, daughters, and friends continue to re-
ceive federal resources that can help keep
them safe from harm.

Now is the time for the House to remove
ideological roadblocks and send to the Presi-
dent a comprehensive VAWA bill that includes
protections for all Americans. | encourage all
of my colleagues to vote in favor of the Sen-
ate-passed Violence Against Women Act.

————
RECOGNIZING CHASKA HIGH
SCHOOL’S CHAMPION GIRLS

JAZZ AND HIGH KICK DANCE
TEAM

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 4, 2013

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, congratulations
to the Chaska High School Girls Jazz and
High Kick dance teams.

The Chaska High School Dance teams—
both High Kick and Jazz & Funk—took home
repeat championship titles earlier this month
with victories at the 2013 State Girls Dance
Team Tournament.

Coach Krys Rydland complimented her
team’s drive to constantly improve as key to
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their success this season and at the state
tournament.

Special congratulations to captains Amanda
Stelten, Sammy  White, and Emily
Pulvermacher.

This team’s ability to combine art with
athleticism has returned quite impressive re-
sults.

All of these athletes and their coaches de-
serve praise for their dedication and deter-
mination.

It's an honor to be able to represent, and
recognize, such all-star athletes. Congratula-
tions.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF CLARK E.
GUINAN

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 4, 2013

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Clark E. Guinan, better known as Gus, who is
retiring after a remarkable legal and public
service career that spanned over three dec-
ades. Gus was the City Attorney of the City of
Burlingame for the last four years. His devo-
tion to justice and the Bay Area are reflected
in his work and passion for life.

Gus, a native San Franciscan and third gen-
eration Californian, was raised in Los Altos.
He enrolled in the seminary in Menlo Park at
the young age of 13 and studied there through
high school and college until he was 24 years
old. He received his B.A. in Philosophy from
St. Patrick’s College.

After eleven years in the seminary, Gus re-
alized that he had a different calling. He want-
ed to follow in the footsteps of his grandfather
who was his hero and a prominent attorney in
the California Attorney General’s office. Gus
started law school and earned his J.D. from
the University of Santa Clara.

Upon earning his degree, Gus became a
deputy public defender in San Joaquin County
from 1974-1984. Then he accepted the posi-
tion of Senior Assistant City Attorney in Palo
Alto where he served for five years.

In 1989, he faced a difficult decision. He
and his wife Signe Harnett had adopted infant
twin girls. They still lived in Stockton and the
daily commute to Palo Alto would prevent Gus
from seeing his two babies grow up. He left
public service and became a litigation attorney
with the law offices of Rishwain, Kakim and
Ellis in Stockton from 1989-1991. Gus’ love
for San Francisco drew the family back to the
Bay Area and in 1991 they moved to Berkeley
and he joined the law office of Barry Balamuth
in Orinda.

In 1993, Gus returned to public service and
accepted the position of Assistant City Attor-
ney for the City of San Rafael where he
stayed until 2008 when he was appointed to
his most recent position of City Attorney of
Burlingame.

Gus is a member of the Public Law Section
of the California State Bar Association, the
Bay Area City Attorneys Association, the
Marin Public Agency Attorneys and an alter-
nate board member of the California Joint
Powers Risk Management Authority. In the
past, he served as a delegate at the State Bar
Convention in Sacramento, as a section editor
of the Municipal Law Handbook of the League
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